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TOO SOON 

This issue starts and ends with a dedica¬ 
tion. Thousands and thousands will talk 
and write about Nicky Hayden but he was 
an authentic one-off. A man and athlete 
who must have made more friends across 
many spheres of motorcycling than any 
world championship paddock combined. 
For his nature and the depth of passion he 
brought to his vocation he will be badly 
missed and fondly remembered 


Photo by Ray Archer in 2012 at Nicky’s house in Orange 
County and for a feature interview from OTOR #22 



It 


1 1 ^ i n 

/ 'JUUfiKj^l 

■ y^vTKT^ riiWB' ha! 

LL f i ■ ?£- i 1 N_ 






Maverick Vinales emerged triumphant from the 
first skirmish of the Yamahas and another weekend 
where MotoGP flip-flopped in favouring one par¬ 
ticular manufacturer. What lies in storm at Mugello? 


Photo by CormacGP 
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A mirror image 
of his nac-nac 
from 2016 on the 
Teutschenthal fin¬ 
ish line jump, Tony 
Cairoli was again 
celebrating at round 
eight of nineteen 
in Germany and is 
building an all-too- 
familiar margin in 
the MXGP stand¬ 
ings. This was the 
Sicilian’s 80th 
career Grand Prix 
victory 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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ELI BACK 

Hangtown and the first fixture of twelve in the Lucas 
Oil Pro Motocross series and it was - predictably - 
that man Eli Tomac ‘staying in the kitchen’ the long¬ 


TO THE 

est. Zach Osborne arguably bettered the Kawasaki 
rider’s superiority in the 250MX class though 


NUMBERS 

Photo by Cudby/Shepherd 




Our neck brace is tried and tested, giving you the courage to take the leap. 
Designed to break so you don't. Now even more lightweight and comfortable. 
The world is at your feet. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-gpx-neck-braces/ 
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GRAND PRIX OF GERMANY| 

TALKESSEL. TEUTSCHENTHAL ■ MAY 21st - Rnd 8 of 19 


mXGP winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeremy Seewer, Suzuki 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 
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T ony Cairoli might raise an eyebrow 
when it comes to a hard-pack track in 
MXGP but if his potency at Arco di Trento 
last month was anything to go by then the 
Red Bull KTM man is just as formidable on 
the rough and rutty as his favoured sandy 
terrain. At Teutschenthal - round eight of 
nineteen - the Sicilian celebrated his fourth 
premier class triumph since 2009 at the 
German site. Cairoli had ruled a brutal 
Talkessel layout in 2016, and his 80th ca¬ 
reer win was achieved in front of a generous 
crowd and also teammate Jeffrey Herlings 
as the two ‘giants’ of the class went head- 
to-head for the first time. 

The two most prolific motocrossers in Grand 
Prix have been foraging their own career 
narratives in 2017. Herlings troubles’ recov¬ 
ering from a broken hand and adapting to 
life at the sharp edge with the 450 are well 
documented but the Dutchman came to the 
routine German stop of MXGP fresh from 
his first success the previous fortnight in 
Latvia and hunting his third podium trophy 
in a row. Cairoli had posted four rostrums 
and held the red plate as championship 
pace-setter for the second time this year 
after Tim Gajser’s heavy crash at Kegums. 

‘We are at a point in the championship 
where you have to start making a few cal¬ 
culations and try not to throw away points,’ 
Cairoli said, calling on experience of eight 
titles on his CV. ‘It is so important to try 
and stay in the top five every race and not 
crash.’ 

#222 could rely on the effectiveness of his 
starts at Talkessel and after a Saturday in 
which he rode to a third Qualification Heat 
win of the campaign, affording first choice 
of that crucial inner gate position on the 
fast drop down to the opening sweeper turn. 
A torrential Friday night storm was just the 
tonic to effectively dowse the soil and creat¬ 
ed a softer, more forgiving network of lines 
on Saturday. On Sunday essential safety 
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work and a harder surface erased some of 
the technical liberty compared to the first 
day of activity. Cairoli also watched Gajser 
spiral spectacularly in the Qualification Heat 
after just failing to correct a scrub and hit a 
smoother rut in time. The tumble gave the 
Slovenian yet more discomfort and meant 
his efforts on Sunday to comeback from the 
last slot in the gate and gain eleven place 
overall was wholly commendable. 

Gajser’s crash was the second that day for 
HRC as they lost Evgeny Bobryshev to a 
broken collarbone (the Russian underwent 
an operation and another plate added later 
that evening) in Timed Practice. As usual 
Talkessel was not a picnic. 


‘I try to be as safe as possible and you can 
make this [the sport] as dangerous as you 
want,’ Herlings felt compelled to say on 
Sunday. ‘You need to use your brain. The 
speed is very high and when you make a 
small mistake or touch with somebody then 
the crashes can be gnarly. We are all great 
riders and we all know what we are doing. 

It is a fun sport but at the same time it 
brings some risks and you have to be aware 
of what is happening. I think we all go to 
100%...but we don’t want to go over the 
100. It is important to go home healthy.’ 

Cairoli was pegged back in the first moto by 
the three times MX2 world champion in a 
flurry of four laps where he was almost two 
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seconds quicker. Herlings - who had pro¬ 
vided a preview of this form and blooming 
confidence on Saturday by flying past Clem¬ 
ent Desalle, Gautier Paulin and Jeremy Van 
Horebeek to give KTM a 1-2 - then eased his 
push and with backmarkers approaching 
late in the moto Cairoli attacked. Less than 
two seconds split the pair at the finish and 
after Herlings has enacted his typical late 
race surge, but Cairoli was looming menac¬ 
ingly. 

The eventual Grand Prix winner put a re¬ 
match out of sight in the second moto and 
a slightly flattened track meant the running 
order was more static. Herlings instead 
had his hands full with the sprightly and 


consistent Gautier Paulin and with Desalle 
running behind to a 4-4 and insisting af¬ 
terwards that his works Kawasaki team are 
continuing to work on the minor details 
necessary to increase competitiveness in 
what is a devastatingly fierce class in 2017; 
the level of overall performance can be 
judged through the efforts of local favourite 
Max Nagl who could only run to sixth, and 
despite making a top three launch in the 
second moto. 

For four laps in the second MX2 moto six 
riders were eying the rear wheel of Pauls 
Jonass and were circulating within four 
seconds of each other. A wonderfully attack¬ 
ing and uncompromising performance by 
Thomas Covington secured the 25 points as 
the Latvian exercised caution to take fifth 
place and third overall. Suzuki were able to 
pose for victory photographs in what has 
been a sparse and unlucky season so far 
with Jeremy Seewer’s excellence in the first 
moto providing the bedrock of his sec¬ 
ond overall career win. Australian Hunter 
Lawrence - who had won in EMX250 at 
Teutschenthal twelve months previously - 
allowed the yellow crew a 1-2 celebration. 

Teutschenthal was the first of a two-part- 
hard-pack treatment for MXGP. The Grand 
Prix of Russia at Orlyonok for round ten is 
something of a mystery. The ninth stop this 
summer will venture into a similar set of 
narrow and bumpy demands at Ernee this 
coming weekend. 
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Soft and rutty, Talkessel had rarely 
been in better shape on Saturday. 
The conditions were still a bit tricky 
over the weekend for Max Nagl (left) 
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Delectable scrub from Gautier Paulin 
over the speed bump and on the dash 
to the penultimate comer. #21 is riding 
the FC450 fluidly and is in some of his 
best and most consistent form 
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Sand, loamy soil and now hard-pack: there can 
be little doubt that Jeffrey Herlings has shaken 
free of his MXGP wobbles. Three moto victories 
from the last four means the Dutchman is on 
the path to semi-permanent residence in the 
winner's circle. Much he can do about the 84 
point gap to Cairoli? Half the season still awaits 





Finally some smiles for Suzuki in a season 
where the MXGP faction of the team lost 
Arminas Jasikonis to visa issues in Qatar 
and then veteran Kevin Strijbos to elbow 
surgery. Rookie Jasikonis is carrying the 
expectation of the team in his first season, 
while there were signs in MX2 that Jeremy 
Seewer needed to find his feet In his role 
as one of the principal title favourites for 
2017. At Teutschenthal Seewer shone...and 
teammate Hunter Lawrence delivered and 
expanded on his brief flashes of speed so 
far in a maiden GP term to again enjoy a 
positive weekend at Talkessel. It is hard to 
remember a Suzuki 1-2 in the category... 
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Thomas Covington should have been 
in contention for his second Grand Prix 
victory of the year but the victim of two 
falling riders on the opening lap of the 
first MX2 moto meant the American had 
to plot a course from last to fourteenth. 
His push to win the second sprint was 
impressive stuff and arguably some of 
most purposeful laps TC has turned In the 
category to-date. Covington is progress¬ 
ing as an MX2 athlete and seems to be 
gaining mental strength and confidence. 

If he stays under Jacky Martens' awning 


for 2018 (he will be 22 at the start of the 


season) then he should be on the shortlist 


for the bigger prize. 
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Much was expected of the Kemea Yamaha 
rider for 2017 and after his exciting chase 
with Pauls Jonass at Qatar, Benoit Paturel 
seemed well placed to satisfy the hype. 
Through a combination of poor starts, deci¬ 
sions and the fact that the YZ250F seems to 
be a step behind the KTMs and Husqvamas 
for prowess out of the gate then #6's plight 
has started to drop away. Benoit was both 
realistic but also optimistic of the impact he 
could have on the title story this year (‘Now 
I don't need to think about the champion¬ 
ship because I am far. I just need to ride at 
my real level and take pleasure. Motocross 
It Is never finished until the end. I believe 
in myself and my work and we will see,' he 
said on Saturday) but the first moto DNF 
due to a technical problem was another low 
moment The Frenchman is 23 this year so 
this is last shot at MX2 glory and his capa¬ 
bilities were shown with a decent second 
position in the second moto. 




Seva Brylyakov continues to be limited by 
the left shoulder injuiy he picked up at 
the Grand Prix of Europe In Teutschenthal. 
One of the most aggressive and electric 
riders in MX2 continues to compete but 
with limited strength. The Monster Energy 
DRT Kawasaki rider commented that he 
intends to find a solution for potential 
nerve damage before his home GP after 
three MRI scans proved inconclusive. 
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A week before his home Grand Pnx and scene 
of one of his best career performances to-date 
at the 2015 MXoN, Romain Febvre was grit 
ting his teeth in pain at the culmination of the 
second moto In Germany. France's sole world 
champion in the four-stroke era of the premier 
class had already asked his works Yamaha 
crew to revert back to old settings in the 
search for feeling and confidence and In a sea¬ 
son where he has yet to trouble the podium 
Oust one moto top three classification so far). 
Febvre was taken for scans Sunday afternoon 
on his left ankle and foot and suspected liga¬ 
ment damage was the diagnosis. Eighth in the 
standings and 128 points from Cairoli’s total, 
Romain is enduring a tough and puzzling 
campaign. Will the Introduction of the 2018 
YZ450F allow some respite? 
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BLOG 


MUCH OFA 
SWAP AROUND? 


MXGP's silly season could revolve around a string of ‘No.2’ riders - for want 
of a better phrase. Tony Cairoli, Jeffrey Herlings, Gautier Paulin, Romain Fe- 
bvre, Tim Gajser are all set with their factory teams for 2018 and Clement 
Desalle is expected to re-sign with the Monster Energy Kawasaki squad while 
Suzuki will elevate Jeremy Seewer into the premier class (due to the Swiss 
star ‘aging-out’ of MX2 and by virtue of his contract that allows a Suzuki- 
based intro to MXGP) and will likely give another shot to lofty Lithuanian 
rookie Arminas Jasikonis (still only twenty and very much an athlete that 
Team Principal Stefan Everts can mould and work with).. 


This means that athletes like Evg¬ 
eny Bobryshev, Glenn Coldenhoff, 
Max Nagl, Jordi Tixier, Jeremy Van 
Horebeek, Kevin Strijbos and Tom¬ 
my Searle will be hunting around 
the four corners of the paddock 
for the best saddle and resources. 
Arnaud Tonus also has a one year 
deal with Yamaha and the satellite 
Wilvo set-up (where Shaun Simp¬ 
son is encamped for 2018) but with 
an option for another campaign 
and allegedly the manufacturer is 
already advancing talks with the 
Swiss after some exciting flashes of 
speed and promise in his maiden 
MXGP ‘go’. 

For the supposed ‘no.2’ comes a 
slightly decreased layer of pres¬ 
sure. For an athlete like Glenn 


Coldenhoff simply competing on a 
works Red Bull KTM brings its own 
form of expectation (Searle was 
released from the team on the back 
of injuries and a lack of results... 
just to show that racing at this 
level is not always forgiving, easy 
or patient). The Dutchman knows 
that presenting a ‘face that fits’ and 
blending well into a working group 
is just a percentage of the job. 

He also needs to post results that 
ensure the 450 SX-F is seen among 
the front-runners and is read near 
the top of world championship 
standings. He won’t have the same 
orientation for the grand prize as 
teammate and multiple title-winner 
Cairoli but cannot afford to slacken 
for a moment. And especially 
in these key months when final 


thoughts and verdicts are delivered 
for the future: not only on whether 
a contract will be offered but the 
terms that it carries. 

Following the buffeting wake of 
the teams’ main championship 
hope doesn’t mean the second 
rider in works squads do not have 
their own hefty agendas. Top five 
and top three finishes and podium 
shots remain the goal, as anyone 
would expect and of the calibre of 
rider mentioned above. The ‘sec¬ 
ond’ athlete also has to have the 
potential to step into the breach: 
Honda need to know they can 
still rely on Bobryshev to deliver 
if Gajser suffers injury, that Van 
Horebeek can push Yamaha ahead 
if Febvre struggles (such is the case 




so far in 2017) and Tixier can show 
signs of improvement and progress 
as an MXGP competitor to help De- 
sal le evolve the KX450F and boost 
Kawasaki’s own presence. 

Often this position also involves a 
slightly different orientation com¬ 
pared to the team or brand’s de¬ 
sire for success. As HRC General 
Manager Roger Harvey points out 
with regards to Bobryshev, who has 
been in official Honda colours since 
2011 and with a multitude of po¬ 
dium finishes although just one GP 
win and some wall-head-banging 
injuries. ‘He has a lot of knowledge 
about how we develop the bikes 
and he can give great feedback. 
They [the Japanese] use him a lot 
in that area and for testing.’ 

Desalle’s pedigree ensures that his 
signature will probably start the roll. 
Clement has twenty Grand Prix suc¬ 
cesses to his name - second only to 
Cairoli this decade - and his poten¬ 
cy means he is a flagship rider for 
any brand or an amazing ‘no.2’ if 
someone has the chequebook clout 
and the means to ensure competi¬ 
tiveness for the Belgian. After that 
- honestly - it is hard to foresee too 
much movement. A few sideways 


swaps could occur, especially if one 
rider needs or wants a change of 
scene but Harvey also illustrates 
the view of the manufacturers 
by explaining the case surround¬ 
ing Bobryshev: ‘When you look at 
who else is available then who can 
deliver better results? Now we have 
‘Bobryshev and consistency’ as two 
words that go together! Why change 
something for the sake of it?’ 

There is one element of the an¬ 
nual transfer ‘season’ I haven’t ad¬ 
dressed: Americans. I believe there 
is a slight reluctance now in MXGP 
to consider talent from across the 
water after the adjustment ‘tur¬ 
bulence’ Ryan Villopoto tried to 
negotiate and the tepid showings 
from the likes of Mike Alessi and 
Chad Reed in recent seasons. The 
cultural diversity not only within the 
nineteen-twenty rounds of MXGP 
but in the variation of circuits and 
their own particular and peculiar 
demands between the world and 
American series’ means it would 
take a special character and skill 
set to land in Europe and be able 
to make a significant dent in the 
MXGP results sheets. AMA com¬ 
petitors would also hanker after the 
sort of wage that made their SX/MX 


deals worth all that extra commit¬ 
ment and calendar congestion. 

I would still love to see individuals 
like Trey Canard, Dean Wilson, Broc 
Tickle, Justin Barcia seek a Grand 
Prix ride and take on the great 
challenge. Those with the aptitude 
such as Zach Osborn and Jimmy 
Albertson showed that the transfer 
does not have to be like a scale up 
K2 (and youngsters like Thomas 
Covington and Darian Sanayei are 
making a decent fist of it). Their 
inclusion would also bring fresh 
impetus and sense of unknown to 
the MXGP field. 

Exactly what each brand is current¬ 
ly looking for when it comes to their 
2018 roster and beyond (will some¬ 
one want a stop-gap solution until 
twelve months time when Herlings, 
Paulin, Febvre and even Cairoli 
come up for renewal?) remains 
within the walls of race truck meet¬ 
ing rooms. But it will be curious 
to see if any shuffling of the deck 
brings some new narratives for a 
season planned before the culmina¬ 
tion of the present edition: such is 
the fast shift of the racing world. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


GAUTIER PAULIN 
GETS GOING AGAIN 



FEATURE 


autier Paulin has been one of the 
key characters of the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship since 
his thrilling introduction as a kid poised 
to be European no.l wringing the neck of 
a 250 Honda through Moneyglass mud 
as an MX2 wildcard at the 2007 Grand 
Prix of Northern Ireland. Ten years on 
and none of that natural, instinctive, 
reactive and flamboyant handling has 
ebbed. 

Now the chief charge of Rockstar Energy 
IceOne Husqvarna Racing, Paulin has 
been a factory rider since the winter of 
2009. He has won premier class races 
with four different brands and is in the 
small band of athletes to have done so in 
both MX2 and MXGP. However title des¬ 
tiny has eluded him. He hasn’t had the 
durability to match Tony Cairoli and only 
offered moments of respite in his rival’s 
pomp between 2013 and 2014. 

After a bizarre period in which an ideal 
slot at Kawasaki in a largely French- 
speaking and French-owned squad began 
to turn and the shadow of Ryan Villopoto 
loomed on the horizon, Paulin opted for 
a works berth at HRC; seemingly the 
golden chalice of Grand Prix opportuni¬ 



ties since the Japanese headed full-gas 
into the FIM series once again. 

It could be argued that Paulin let no pos¬ 
sible room for doubt in his commitment 
and drive at the end of 2015, his first 
year with Honda. It had been a champi¬ 


onship where he finished as runner-up 
(although to countryman and rookie 
Romain Febvre) and with just one Grand 
Prix victory. He had been fast, but not 
inspiring. A small knee problem did not 
help but it was clear that the synergy 
with Honda was stuttering. Some were 






even questioning his place on the French 
Motocross of Nations team just a year 
after he produced arguably his finest set 
of performances to-date in Latvia for a 
memorable double win. 


A training crash and broken vertebrae 
ruined hopes and another Honda rider 
triumphed instead. By mid-season it was 
clear that Paulin’s top ten results were not 
what HRC expected (nor the rider) and it 
seemed unlikely he would stay red for an¬ 
other term. 


To draw a line under the season #21 de¬ 
parted to the United States and invested 
in a winter of training with champion- 
maker Aldon Baker. The union of the 
regime and Paulin’s ability meant that 
big ticks were being made from his side 
towards the goal of the '16 crown. 


During 2016 he remained low-key and did 
not speak of his troubles. Paulin was dis¬ 
tant, but it seems with good reason. As we 
sit down to talk about a period he’d rather 
forget - perhaps more painful than the 




concussion that ruined 2013 or the bro¬ 
ken collarbone and thumb that derailed 
2014 - Gautier gets visibly emotional and 
struggles for speech at one point when 
admitting that the ordeal of last year 
forced him to contemplate walking away 
from a sport and lifestyle that obviously 
means a great deal. 

The watches, cars and flash persona is 
one aspect. Behind the athlete are other 
stories of compromise and sacrifice (fi¬ 
nances being just one facet) that reveals 
even a world class motorsport figure 
is not immune to some of the shabbier 
sides of sport in the rise to the top and 
the factory deals. Not that Paulin’s case 
merits a concerto of violins - he is popu¬ 
lar, wealthy, successful and the figure¬ 
head of brands like 100% and Shift - but 
he has had hard moments of adversity 
and perhaps the scariest thought is that 
a rider with his level of talent and dedica¬ 
tion will not gather the titles and entries 
into the history books that he should 
have. 

More than one GP-winning athlete has 
said to me that ‘every rider feels good 
and happy with a new team and bike' but 
there is little doubting the psychologi¬ 
cal lift that the change from red to white 
has had on Paulin. With Team Manager 
Antti Pyrhonen’s rigid and disciplined 
structure in place Gautier has another 
virulent chance to present his champion¬ 
ship credentials and expand his status 
beyond being an exceptional racer in fits- 
and-starts and a fine ambassador for his 
sport. ‘We kept in contact with Gautier 
over the years and when he was a factory 
rider for other brands,’ Pyrhonen says. 
‘We spoke quite a bit and I got to know 
him and could see he was a very profes¬ 
sional sportsman - which I like - with 
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quite a perfectionist nature, which is 
similar to mine. I felt we had something 
in common.’ 

‘When his HRC contract was coming to 
an end I wanted to talk with him because 
I often thought I could offer a package 
that he needs...not to become more 
popular but successful. I spoke to him 
about this and we had a really honest 
discussion - 100% honest - which is 
not always nice but can be effective. We 
started from there and since day one we 
have been following that guideline and it 
has been working OK.’ 

We sit in the contrasty surroundings of 
the IceOne awning - dark walls offset by 
clinical white tables and roofing - and 
it is quiet. It is by no means the first 
interview we have done...but perhaps 
the longest where the Husqvarna rider 
has opened up about his feelings. He 
prefaces stories, examples and emotions 
with a plea for some of the more burn¬ 
ing points of his frustrations to remain 
unprinted, even if his malaise in 2016 
was one of the more curious (and largely 
untold) narratives of the championship. 

Later on he sends me a text message 
concerned about how he comes across 
in his dialogue; Gautier has no wish 
to turf-up past events and throw mud. 

In the following interview he does his 
best to tackle the reasons why such a 
potentially rich partnership with Honda 
didn’t work and why he is ploughing 
the cliched comeback trail. To provide a 
rounder picture we asked HRC General 
Manager Roger Harvey for his view: ‘I 
don’t think there was one specific reason 
why it didn’t gel...we saw flashes of bril¬ 
liance and then moments where he re¬ 
ally struggled. Was that the rider or the 


bike? We’ll never really know...We all are 
aware of what Gautier is capable of and 
the results were OK but he was expect¬ 
ing more and we were potentially hoping 
for more and that brings pressure.’ 

‘He didn’t get pressure from our side 
but any ride with HRC tends to involve 
that...l just think he pressured himself 
up. Gautier and the bike gelled on occa¬ 
sions...just not consistently and he had 
options [to change it] but that can hap¬ 
pen with any rider.’ 

Paulin and the CRF450R was a story of 
incompatibility. Thankfully for motocross 
fans some of that past mojo is very 
much alive with the FC450 and Paulin 
has the chance to enthral again. 

Where are you with your career now? 
This is your fifth factory team so how do 
you feel about your potential and how 
people perceive you? 

I feel good. Today I feel really good. I feel 
the people I’m with understand where 
we are and what we can achieve. I still 
don’t think I have shown all of what I 
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can do. I have found a bike that suits me 
and a team that has character. We are 
working honestly to reach our goal. I like 
doing sport everyday and training every¬ 
day. I found myself loving racing again. 

In Qatar I came out of that race with 
a smile and it has been like that every 
GP...except Italy [Arco di Trento] because 
I felt that I missed my aim for that week¬ 
end. Anyway I feel ‘back’ and it is good to 
have that adrenaline and love for what I 
do. 

How do you sum-up that chapter with 
HRC? You did not speak with the press 
much and then for 2017 changed team 
and brand once more at 27 years of 
age... 

If you want to look back at my career 
I was working with Kawasaki, then the 
team stopped and I was placed with 
another one. I then went to Yamaha and 
back to Kawi. Then Villopoto came in 
and all the focus went there. So I went to 
HRC, and it didn’t work out for me. Last 
year was tough because I went to the 
U.S. to train with Aldon and I was feeling 
great but before the first race we had an 



issue with the bike and I had a big crash. 
It was my last day of riding. I came to 
Qatar and the bike stopped. When I came 
back from the overseas races I broke a 
vertebra. I had x-rays and was told it was 
OK in the hospital and then suddenly 
people telling me not to move because 
something was wrong, [pauses] Mentally 
there are things you almost cannot ac¬ 
cept. I could not tolerate that I was there 
and in that spot. [At Honda] Nothing 
was working well for me. When I came 
back we were using the old bike and we 
couldn’t make it right for me and then 
the focus switched to the new bike and I 
was just ‘there’. I’m a ‘true’ person so I 
give my thoughts and opinion. I was hav¬ 
ing a hard time and taking it on myself. I 
had invested in myself with Aldon - I was 
putting my money back into my career 
- and then the injury...everything was 
really tough. I was close to stopping- 
It was that bad? 

Yeah...l could only talk with Clem... 
[Clementine: “There were many people 
around him in the team...but when he 
was in trouble he was by himself”] It 
was not an easy time so I had to decide 
what to do. IceOne were pushing hard 
to have me when I left Kawasaki but I 
went to them [Honda] maybe wanting 
to stay with a Japanese bike...but last 
year my goal was to be with IceOne. 

They still wanted me and I didn’t have 
to push for it. I didn’t talk to anyone else 
except them. It was the place I had to 
be. I didn’t take 2016 well. I do sport 
because I love it, I like to win and I invest 
in myself to give a good image. There 
were many things going on that I couldn’t 
explain and I couldn’t talk with journal¬ 
ists: what could I say? I was thrown to 
the trash a lot. It was so hard. 


FEATURE 


One of the saddest things was that 
MXGP fans did not really get to enjoy 
Gautier Paulin in full flight. I remember 
some GPs in past years marvelling at 
the moments of improvisation you’d use 
around the track; little lines and hitting 
pieces of terrain to gain an advantage. 
There was some special stuff... 

[Smiles] Yeah...l just wasn’t myself on 
my bike. I wasn’t confident. It is such a 
thin line when you at this level and you 
can see it with some other riders, some 
who haven’t even changed their bike or 
team. People were pointing the finger at 
me and saying ‘his head has gone’. Am I 
human? Do I have two arms and two legs 
and a brain? Of course mentally I wasn’t 
figuring it out because the bike didn’t fit 
me and it didn’t react like I wanted. In 
Loket [Czech Grand Prix] I started the 
race with a bike with settings that were 
not correct for me and I didn’t ask for. 
There were some other things that just 
didn’t work out. And for me there was 
no way out. I think if you look at Honda 
now then there are already quite some 
changes for 2017 and of course a new 
bike. HRC can be seen as a ‘safe’ place 
for riders and staff but when you are 
competitive you have to demand the best 
for you personally to succeed. People will 
say ‘you have to be a good test rider and 
make the bike good...’ but I think I tested 
for eight days in two years. On top of this 
story I still finished second in the world 
and earned the respect of the manage¬ 
ment in Japan. The Japanese are good 
guys and always come to say ‘hi’. Any¬ 
way...! am not a Honda rider any more. 

You had some dignity with your silence 
but it must have been hard... 

Yes...add the injury and it made for a 
complicated year. We did finish second 
in 2015 and took a nice win at Valken- 


swaard but now I have turned the page 
and I have a new beginning that I think 
people can see. 

Was it like a breath of fresh air for you 
and your career coming here? 

Definitely. These guys work so much that 
I wish I had come here earlier. They don’t 
sleep! Husqvarna have been very strong 
since they came back to motocross and 
now I can see why. 

You said you did not fit with the Honda. 
Do you feel you can make the FC450 
yours? 

It is already. And it is getting better 
because [the story/development] with 
this motorcycle never ends. The bike is 
already ‘mine’ and I love the torque, the 
suspension and the way it handles. I feel 
at home here. I was challenging myself 
at the start of this year because I did not 
want to be mellow in the first season and 
then start winning. I did not want that 
year to adapt. I am directly ‘in’ and that’s 
thanks to the guys and their hard work. 

Some years ago people might have said 
‘Cairoli, Desalle, Paulin - maybe Nagl 
- for the title’. Now the group is much 
wider. It seems that the extra final de¬ 
tails really count - such as training with 
Aldon Baker - to succeed here. Do you 
feel that? 

Yes, I do. I feel the class is strong but I 
have always worked hard and will con¬ 
tinue to do so. Every year there are some 
stronger athletes and some that are 
weak and it is a hard class to race...but I 
really enjoy it. In Qatar for the first race 
and then Argentina - forgetting Indone¬ 
sia! - and onto Mexico: it was all a lot of 
fun. Different tracks and different people 
are at the front but the starts are now 
really close thanks to the metal flooring 
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and you can see that. There are many com¬ 
petitive athletes and I think we have closer 
racing. I love that, and the gaps are never 
that big: there is always someone to take or 
someone looking to pass you. 

Many riders have been talking about the 
extra importance of starts this year: is this 
because of the gate or the increased compe¬ 
tition? 

I think both. I think it is possible to come 
back through the pack. In Argentina I was 
around 14th on the first turn and came 
through to 4th. I think there are more ath¬ 
letes training professionally and working hard 
than there has ever been. The tracks are a bit 
different and there are many teams pushing 
hard. Thanks to the gate you’ll have five guys 
or more arriving at that first braking point 
together...and who will brake first? It is close 
racing. Watching it back on TV it is exactly 
how I feel it on the bike and the lap-times 
show it as well. 

Because of your skill set people assumed 
you’d tackle supercross again or be able to 
make changes quite seamlessly. Do you see 
your future set in MXGP now? Husqvarna 
also have a strong programme in the U.S... 

I am here and I really enjoy what I do now. 

I’m 27 and I really feel I can progress and I 
still haven’t really shown all that I can do. I 
can be more aggressive on the bike but I also 
have more experience than before. I enjoy 
the physical part of it - thanks to that expe¬ 
rience. Husqvarna have a huge structure in 
many categories but right now my focus is 
definitely on the world championship and to 
do my best. For the future? We’ll see but the 
seasons are passing fast and I am no longer 
looking two years ahead. 

What about away from the track? 

We didn’t ‘announce’ it but in November 
Clem and I got married. We have been to¬ 
gether for ten years now and life did not stop 


when motocross was going wrong. We are 
strong together and with the world champi¬ 
onship expanding we are travelling a lot. We 
worked so much this winter so our focus is 
very much on the sport at the moment. 

Talking about the physical side and the 
work needed then a fractured vertebra is a 
serious and tricky injury. Recovering from 
this and the exertions of the sport how do 
you feel at 27? 

I hear there are people now who train but 
cannot run, they have to compensate by 
swimming. I’m lucky I can run, swim, cycle 
and I enjoy the fitness and since the begin¬ 
ning of my career I’ve loved training. I don’t 
feel old- 

I wasn’t insinuating you were...! 

That’s OK! I think [fatigue] is more of a 
mental thing. When you are twenty years 
old then your body is, of course, different 
but it is not yet strong. Away from the bike 
I am much stronger than what I was in the 
past; when I push the pedals on the bicy¬ 
cle then I’m faster and when I am cross¬ 
country skiing then I am way-stronger. I’m 
smarter and more intelligent about what 
I do and when I am not doing enough. On 
the bike it is tough to judge because you 
shouldn’t be too hesitant but then you 
shouldn’t get too excited. As a kid you move 
around on it a lot! Like watching [Pro Cir¬ 
cuit rider, Austin] Forkner last year in the 
U.S. he was so exciting! So you need bal¬ 
ance and this goes hand-in-hand with your 
feeling. Right now I have a good feeling and 
I’m scrubbing and whipping jumps on the 
sighting lap. I’m still opening big jumps like 
I used to in the past. It is passion. While 
you can handle the heavy programmes for 
this sport then you are not too old. I re¬ 
member a friend telling me that he liked to 
train until he felt ‘his blood in the throat’ 
and I still find my limits where I want to 
throw up. With this I think I can still go. 



PRODUCTS 



100 % 


Having highlighted 100%’s interesting array of performance and leisure 
socks a few issues ago, time to have a glance at their ever-widening 
range of causal and athletic wear in men, women and youth designs 
and fits. 23 dollars will net you one of more than twenty different t- 
shirts, each with a cool shade of what the San Diego firm decree as 
‘moto styling’ - that distinctive logo is also pretty special. Fifteen alter¬ 
native jackets and fleeces vary between modern and classic fit and then 
there is a mammoth spread of choice when it comes to headwear. The 
award-winning website holds more images and info. 


www.ridelOOpercent.com 
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A nswer pulled off a 
small masterstroke 
with their sponsor¬ 
ship of the Red Bull Factory 
KTM Team in 2017 MXGR The 


American brand are look¬ 
ing - and pushing - for fur¬ 
ther international expansion 
with eye-catching gear sets 
like Alpha, Elite and Syncron 
and with Tony Cairoli in full 
flow with Glen Coldenhoff 
also firing in the race starts 
and some top-five speed has 
meant the ‘17.5’ collection has 
been hard to ignore. 


Endorsement and sponsorship 
deals often place the bucks 
at the front of the queue, 
especially in the case of Cai¬ 
roli and the all-conquering 
Austrian manufacturer (that 
is known for strong ties with 
Alpinestars among a few other 
key companies) but with An¬ 
swer the team have been im¬ 
pressed about the attributes 
of their Syncron race gear this 
season and the practical as¬ 
pects involved with the pants, 
jersey and glove sets. 


There are normally differ¬ 
ent levels of quality but these 
days most of the big brands 
use pretty good material and 
then it comes down to fitting,’ 
says Coldenhoff. ‘We went 
to Answer last year and they 
made a custom fit for both 
me and Tony; we tried various 
pants and shirts and some 
were good on the leg but then 
tight on the waist. Then the 


leather [knee] patches need 
to be in the right position for 
the knee braces, so those 
kinds of things were changed.’ 

‘It is one of the best brands 
and they put a lot of ef¬ 
fort into the look and fit,’ 
the Dutchman adds without 
hesitation and after previ¬ 
ously having been a Fox rider. 
‘It looks really nice; the black 
and blue design we are using 
now ‘jumps out’ and espe¬ 
cially with the Sidi boots - I 


use the full orange and Tony 
with the blue. Every three GPs 
we have new colours and there 
are some coming up that are 
even nicer.’ 

Answer are not exclusive to 
KTM in the Grand Prix and 
their MX2 effort comes through 
the Monster Energy DRT Ka¬ 
wasaki team and Seva Brylya- 
kov and Darian Sanayei. With 
Tommy Searle set to rejoin the 
MXGP sect soon after his knee 
injury. 












At the recent Grand Prix of 
Europe Brand Manager and 
former racer Randy Valade 
flew in from California to do 
the rounds of the FIM World 
Championship paddock and we 
grabbed some time to find out 
more about where Answer are 
going and how the firm feels 
about its surge of interest and 
visibility on the world stage. 

‘Right now we have introduced 
our 17.5 line - our spring col¬ 
lection which some of the guys 
here in MXGP have been wear¬ 
ing - and we are in the pro¬ 
gress of getting ready for our 
2018 launch, which is in Au¬ 
gust,’ he says over a coffee in 
Holland. ‘We’ll do the media in¬ 
tro at the end of July and you’ll 
see riders like Tony, Glenn and 
the Monster Energy Dixon Rac¬ 
ing Team Kawasaki boys wear¬ 
ing it in that month also.’ 


ian Sanayei and Tommy Sear- 
le] mean that we can mix it up 
and show our gear. 

Are there any differences to 
working with GP teams com¬ 
pared to squads in the U.S.? 
Do you still have those regu¬ 
lations? 

We do, especially for some of 
the bigger teams and when 
Dean Wilson was at KTM we 
had the same guidelines, 
which means the same dif¬ 
ficulties sometimes; like 
we’ll produce gear with logo 
designs and due to sponsor 
issues it means having to re¬ 
consider that. We work around 
it and everything generally 
turns out well. 

Having Red Bull KTM and 
Tony and Glenn is pretty big 
for Answer. How are you cop¬ 
ing with the exposure and the 
demand? 


“RIGHT NOW WE ARE WORKING ON A NEW PANT WHICH IS 
PRETTY UNIQUE AND USES SOME DIFFERENT STRETCH FAB¬ 
RICS AS WELL AS A NEW MATERIAL IN THE KNEE AREA..." 


In MXGP there seems to be a 
decent frequency of change. Is 
that important just for getting 
the range of the catalogue out 
there? 

It is for us, even though with 
some of the sponsors it can 
be tricky, for example KTM are 
pretty specific on the colours 
they need to wear. I’d like to 
get them in everything, but we 
have regulations...the Dixon 
guys [Vsevolod Brylyakov, Dar- 


It has been really good for us. 
We need to expand outside 
the U.S. because the market 
at home is pretty saturated 
in apparel. I guess Europe as 
well but if there is anywhere 
we can expand then we are 
looking into it and the KTM 
team help us with that. Look¬ 
ing internationally is the big¬ 
gest area for growth right now 
and sponsoring a team like 
that only helps for sure. 


It means being more flexible, 
even when it comes to supply 
and time zones... 

Definitely. The time line is ob¬ 
viously a lot longer to get the 
gear over here. It is tougher. 
Whereas in the States we have 
a weekly supply to the race 
paddock we don’t have any¬ 
one on the ground here so we 
are looking to get over to as 
many races as we can to help 
out. 

Glenn was talking about the 
customisation for the gear. 
Sounds interesting: can you 
tell us more? 

Some of our guys fit fine into 
the stock sizes we produce 
but when we came onboard 
with KTM we wanted to make 
Glenn and Tony as happy 
as we could so we offered 
to make them custom gear 
and went into real detail. For 
example they both use a 31” 
waist whereas we normally 
only produce a 30 or 32. So 
a few changes here-and-there 
but they run the stock jerseys 
with their personal graphic 
application. Overall they have 
been super-easy to work with 
and once the platform is set in 
place for what they wear then 
all the specs are the same for 
whatever they wear. 

For people curious about 
Answer what would you say is 
the main forte for the gear? 
For example, one brand will 
talk about four-way stretch 
fabric and Fly Racing will 
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"WE LOOK AT THE FASHION MARKET WE 
HAVE GOOD DESIGN STAFF RIGHT NOW 
THAT IS PRETTY KEEN AND HIP ON WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN FASHION AND MOTO; THEY 
ARE DOING A GOOD JOB. THE 2019 LINE 
HAS ALREADY BEEN DESIGNED , SO WE ARE 
REFINING THAT..." 


show-off their waist ratchet 
system... 

Right now our high-end gear 
is the ‘Alpha’ that has all the 
bells and whistles you’d ex¬ 
pect: the ratchet buckle, side 
adjustment for a true fit. We 
use high-end fabrics like most 
of the other brands such as 
leather in the knee areas and 
a heavier denier in the saddle, 
which helps with grip on the 
seat. Our Elite is mid-level and 
is similar to Alpha but with¬ 
out some of the same fabrics. 
What has actually been very 
successful for us is the entry 
level Syncron pant. Some of 
the guys in MXGP race with it 
and like the very light weight 
even though it will wear a lit¬ 
tle quicker but honestly the 
Syncron is one of the best¬ 
sellers for us because the 
performance-to-price point is 
exactly people are looking for. 
We have put a lot of effort into 
it and we honestly believe it 
is the best entry-level riding 
gear you can buy. We don’t 
stop there though and want 
to make that claim for high- 
end as well; right now we are 


working on a new pant which 
is pretty unique and uses 
some different stretch fabrics 
as well as a new material in 
the knee area that has a very 
high level of heat resistance. It 
is lighter than leather and very 
effective. 

If you look at a goggle then 
products like the Forecast, 
Prospect or Airbrake are of¬ 
fering more and costing more. 
Will it be similar for riding 
gear? Will there be more du¬ 
rability and performance for a 
higher price ultimately? 

Yeah, the new pant, for ex¬ 
ample, is something we have 
been working on for a couple 
of years now and we’ve had 
guys testing it in the U.S. Nick 
Wey was brought onboard as 
a brand ambassador and test 
rider. He has been offering his 
feedback and then a few other 
guys at Answer. Some other 
brands are coming out with 
high-end pants but they don’t 
last very long and our goal is 
to release this product that 
will wear longer and withstand 
a few rides or one fall. That 


has been our main focus and 
why it has taken us two years 
to produce it. The price obvi¬ 
ously follows what you can 
offer. 

Talking design: I imagine you 
are already working on 2019 
and 2020 lines but can you 
really take a direction with 
your own ideas or do you 
have to keep an eye on the 
market as well? 

You kinda have to look at the 
others - I’d be lying if I said 
I didn’t look at our competi¬ 
tors. I think every brand does. 
Brands like Fox and Shift will 
come out with new stuff, so 
you have to acknowledge and 
look at it and you never want 
to ‘knock something off but 
you can get ideas and pick up 
on features by looking at the 
rest of the market. We also 
look at the fashion market. 

We have good design staff 
right now that is pretty keen 
and hip on what is happen¬ 
ing in fashion and moto; they 
are doing a good job. Like you 
mentioned the 2019 line has 
already been designed, so we 
are refining that and we are 
also working on protection. 

We have never really had a 
high-end helmet and while we 
have a good chest protector 
now we are developing some¬ 
thing lighter. Chest protection 
is compulsory here [in MXGP] 
whereas its not in the United 
States so we are looking at 
something the guys will re- 




ally like, fits well and want 
to use. We have other things 
in the pipeline that I cannot 
really talk about but we have 
an entry-level boot that we 
are pushing up to mid-level. I 
would never really go after the 
Alpinestars/Gaerne piece of 
the market - that’s not really 
us - but I’d definitely like to 
finalise something that GP rid¬ 
ers would be comfortable win 
and is not up in the 600 dollar 
range. 


Lastly, Answer offers head- 
to-toe products for riders but 
I have just enough money to 
buy one piece apparel/gear: 
what should I choose? 

Our gloves are really good. 
That was one of my main 
focuses when I moved over 
to Answer. I think it is a key 
part and you don’t want blis¬ 
ters while you hold on, so 
our gloves are really good. In 
terms of gear then the Syn- 
cron Pant-Jersey is our best 
set at the price point. When 


the new pant comes out I will 
say something different but for 
now gloves and Syncron... 
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MotoGP HJC HELMETS GRAND PRIX DE FRANC 


LE MANS ■ MAY 21st ■ Rnd 5 of 18 


MotoGP winner: Maverick Vinales, Yamaha 
Moto2 winner: Franco Morbidelli, Kalex 
Moto3 winner: Joan Mir, Honda 


MAVERICK MOVES 


BACKTOTHETOP 


By Neil ‘MorroGP’ Morrison 
Photos by CormacGP 







MotoGP France 


inally, we had the battle we all came 
to see. Maverick Vinales and Valentino 
Rossi, two of the class’ leading names, went 
at it in a breathless, dramatic encounter at 
the French GP, which could yet have ramifi¬ 
cations in this year’s title slog. 

Until the final lap, the Movistar Yamaha 
team-mates, and rookie sensation Johann 
Zarco had all excelled; Rossi, for slashing 
his Spanish compatriot’s lead during laps 
23 to 26 to lead brilliantly with three to go; 
Vinales for responding, forcing two late er¬ 
rors from his exalted team-mate, and set¬ 
ting a new lap record the final time around; 
And Zarco for nonchalantly leading from the 
off, and remaining with the pair in front until 
the very end. 

Two points separated Rossi and Vinales 
going into the race, but this was not just 
a scrap for the championship lead. The 
honour of claiming Yamaha’s 500th win 
in grand prix awaited the victor, a feat 
Rossi was so eager to add to a CV that also 
boasts of doing the same for Honda’s back 
in 2001. That eagerness however overflowed 
on the last lap. A mistake at turn eight al¬ 
lowed Vinales through. Then a touch too 
much of the rear brake three turns later was 
his ultimate undoing. 

Vinales’ third win in Yamaha blue was a real 
acid test of character. Races in Austin and 
Jerez went awry, deflating that momentum 
built up through preseason. For the second 
time this year, his strength at the end of the 
race prevailed - a question mark that hung 
over him coming into 2017. ‘When I saw 
that Valentino did the little mistake at turn 


eight I say, ‘Now is my chance. If I exited 
from sector three first, I knew I could do it.’ 
Crashes for Rossi and Marc Marquez firmly 
place the initiative back in Vinales’ hands. 

For Rossi, the result of this spectacular 
encounter was a ‘great shame’ but positives 
could be drawn. This was the best he felt on 
the ’17, he said. There were flashes of the 
Rossi of old as he inched toward the front 
in the final five laps. This time, however he 
met an immovable force. ‘It’s great shame 
to go back home with zero points and first 
of all I’m very sorry for the probable vic¬ 
tory,’ he said. ‘But it remains a very good 
weekend where I was strong. Now we have 
to see in the next race track, but I never ride 
like I ride this weekend, so we hope to con¬ 
tinue with this speed.’ A switch to a stiffer 
front tyre construction for Mugello should 
work in his favour. 

Meanwhile, in Zarco MotoGP has a new 
star. His performance in Saturday’s qualify¬ 
ing was staggering, the Frenchman cutting 
ten consecutive laps on soft tyres to claim 
a spot in Q2. After sitting the first seven 
minutes out to catch his breath, he then 
went out and did the same to qualify on the 
front row. Three seconds back of Vinales at 
the chequered flag, the incredible thing was 
Zarco’s presence in pare ferme on Sunday 
didn’t even come as a surprise. ‘I’m happy 
there were so many fans here. I think it has 
been positive energy because I’ve never 
been so strong like that. I’m learning and I 
enjoy just the same.’ 

On this evidence, the Italian Grand Prix at 
Mugello can’t come soon enough. 
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NICKY HAYDEN 1981-2017 


Thirteen years is a quite a stretch for anyone to 
spend in one place... 


Through Nicky Hayden’s time 
in the MotoGP paddock, the 
Owensboro native not only won 
the sport’s ultimate prize in the 
most dramatic of circumstanc¬ 
es, he became so well liked and 
respected that not one person 
could recall an interaction that 
reflected badly on his character. 

Polite, intense and always can¬ 
did, it was easy to like Hayden 
from the very start, when perfor¬ 
mances in the AMA earmarked 
him as the rightful successor to 
the Americans who had made 
that trip across the Atlantic two 
decades before. His arrival in 
MotoGP matched the hype. A 
real American racer of the old 
tradition, with dirt track ovals 
and Superbike scraps etched 
into his past, his slip-sliding 
style instantly marked him out 
from the pack. 

Life in MotoGP began well. His 
taking of the ‘Rookie of the 
Year’ title in 2003 when fighting 
the likes of Troy Bayliss, Colin 


Edwards and Marco Melandri, 
promised a lot. By 2005 he had 
comfortably outperformed more 
experienced team-mate Max 
Biaggi and a year later came his 
shot at the big one. And no one 
can say he didn’t earn it, over¬ 
coming obstacles of the grand¬ 
est scale to beat Valentino Rossi 
in a memorable finale. ‘I believe 
good things happen to good 
people and this is a great day 
for me,’ he said at the time. Not 
one of the tear-choked media 
could disagree. 

More than his record on the 
bike, he was grounded and 
humble off it, a welcome change 
to the standard competitive ego. 
Others are better placed to write 
about his feats and character as 
I only came into the paddock in 
2015, Nicky’s last in the class. 
Still, I saw an intensity and 
desire in Hayden that was often 
hidden behind a pained expres¬ 
sion through those 18 races. 
There was no dressing it up. His 
quest for points on a woefully 


uncompetitive machine was a 
slog. 

I remember going to the team 
truck after his final race in 
Valencia, naively expecting him 
to sit reminisce of glories of old. 
Instead, Nicky was almost em¬ 
barrassed at finishing outside 
the points. ‘There’s not much 
more to say,’ he shrugged after 
a short exchange. For someone 
that lived motorcycles, Nicky 
took that year’s failings to heart. 
Yet I can’t recall a single oc¬ 
casion when he came out on 
record to criticise the bike and 
team. It made him all the more 
likeable. He was someone you 
quietly cheered on when the go¬ 
ing was good, and winced when 
it wasn’t. 

I only saw frustrations bubble 
over once. At Phillip Island, 

Nicky felt a good result was 
entirely possible. Instead, the 
bike broke on the tenth lap. I 
was holed up in his team’s office 
soon after with Jorge Martinez 
‘Aspar’, when a furious Hayden 
entered. 



His team boss was told in no 
uncertain terms of the bike’s fail¬ 
ings. As Aspar repeatedly offered 
his apologies, Nicky turned to me: 
‘I just feel bad for him,’ he smiled, 
nodding to his boss. ‘He’s the 
one that had to pay for it.’ Even in 
those tough moments, he sported 
an occasional sense of mischief. 

There was a playful charm about 
him too. Standing in for Dani Pe¬ 
drosa at that same circuit a year 
later, Nicky found himself locked 
in a frantic, seven-rider duel for 
sixth, only to be punted off by 
Jack Miller two laps from the flag. 
While far from happy, he refused 
to throw Miller under the bus. ‘I 
don’t want to go and give him a 
kiss,’ he said, “but you know, it 
happens.” When I then told him 
other riders had commented on 
the ferocity of the moves in that 
fight, he inquired mischievously: 
‘Did they say I did any tough 
ones?’ insinuating he had given 
as good as he got. His enjoyment 
for the whole thing was still very 
much in evidence. 


I genuinely think Nicky still had 
so much to give to the sport. His 
stand-in ride for Repsol Honda 
last October proved, on the right 
machinery, he could still mix it 
with the very best. A move to 
World Superbike was no exercise 
in ego stroking either. Nicky was 
there for only one reason and the 
dedication to his craft was typi¬ 
cally unflinching to the end. The 
series’ technical director Scott 
Smart remembers a late night 
stroll up Magny-Cours’ pit lane in 
2016. The only rider you still see 
around at 11pm is Nicky Hayden,’ 
said Smart. ‘He’s sat watch¬ 
ing videos from the day of what 
everyone else does. He’s already 
gone through his data and what 
he’s done three times. He’s gone 
through all his team-mate’s stuff 
and now he’s sat there watching 
the lines and the gear shifts from 
everyone else.’ Nicky lived and 
breathed the sport. His dedication 
was second to none. 

His loss to the racing community 
must pale alongside the personal 
grief felt by fiance Jackie and his 
bike-mad family of seven: fa¬ 
ther Earl, mother Rose, brothers 


Tommy and Roger-Lee and sisters 
Jenny and Kathleen. Our thoughts 
are with them all. 

Along with that wide, white smile, 
and humble nature Hayden will 
be remembered as the man that 
wrestled the world crown off 
Rossi in his pomp through sheer 
grit and bloody mindedness. Just 
how many riders can say they did 
that? The feat still merited warm 
words from the Italian later that 
evening and spoke more about 
the man than victories and podi- 
ums ever could. 

‘When I think about standing on 
that podium in Valencia in ’06 
and they let off the yellow fire¬ 
works that was a moment that 
still gives me a little grin,’ Nicky 
once told me. I know, when recall¬ 
ing that sunny November day, 
ten years ago, many will react the 
same. RIP 




A couple of the excellent jackets from Scott Sports 
on-road apparel division. We have both textile and 
leather garment from the range and can therefore 
vouch for the credibility and performance of the 
products. Up first is the GT with a dizzying list of 
specs: a direct ventilation system with toothless 
waterproof zipper, inner kidney insulation system, 
wearable with open and closed collar, waterproof 
storm cuff with thumb loop, YKK Aquaguard® 
Zippers, inner front flap insulation, SAS-TEC pro¬ 
tectors at shoulder and elbow. Pocket for optional 
back protector with size information, hybrid elbow 
protector pocket for two height positions, Pittards® 
Keratan™ leather for reinforcements at elbow and 
shoulder 

and reflective elements for best visibility, 1 wa¬ 
terproof inner pocket and 3 water resistant outer 
pockets, easy-fix zip handle system at chest pocket, 
Fidlock® magnetic closure system at collar, climate 
control by our removable collar system and adjust¬ 
able at collar, waist, hem, sleeve and cuff. As a vari¬ 
ation the Pro DP Blouson offers much of the same 
template but with Polyester fabric construction and 
DRYOsphere membrane and comes in three differ¬ 
ent colours. 

For a deeper look at these two models and more 
check out 

www.scott-sports.com 
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Here at 6D Helmets our mission is simple, improving helmet design for better brain 
protection. Qur revolutionary patented Omni-Directional Suspension technology 
achieves just that. Learn more at 6Dhelmets.com 

Exceeds ECE, DOT, ASTM, AU, end ACU Stsndsrds World-Wide. NFL Head Health Challenge III Award Winner. 
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R ound one of the Lucas Oil Pro Moto- 
cross Championships took off this past 
weekend in Northern California and what a 
shock to the system it must’ve been to the 
riders who had spent the previous months 
all comfortable indoors. +30 Celsius tem¬ 
peratures awaited and a brutal Hangtown 
track that got rough, rutty and square 
edged, really taxed a number of riders out 
there. Or sorry, I mean a number of riders 
got “tight" because they can’t admit that 
they actually were tired. 

The favourites to win each class did just 
that: Monster Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac and 
Rockstar Husqvarna’s Zach Osborne going 
1-1 in the 450MX and 250MX categories 
respectively. But the funny thing about it 
is that Osborne’s win, in the much more 
competitive 250MX class, was easier than 
Tomac’s! 



Eli demolished the field in the first moto but 
some bike changes he didn’t agree with and 
a so-so start led him to not really get go¬ 
ing until about the halfway mark. Once he 
settled in, he caught early leader and team¬ 
mate Josh Grant as well as Red Bull KTM’s 
Marvin Musquin rather quickly but the 
Frenchman put up a good fight to hold the 
#3 off for a few laps. 


‘For one, I was a little bit more buried. I was 
just eating a little more roost in that first 
moto,’ Tomac told me about his late-starting 
charge Then I made a tiny change, and it 
wasn’t in the right direction. I was hang¬ 
ing up a little more in my corners. Wasn’t 
able to carve my corners as well. I tried to 
stay patient and not ride over my head and 
eventually made it to him.’ 

‘Once I got to Marvin he put up a good fight, 
more of a fight than I thought he would. 

That was a good battle there. It definitely 
didn’t make it easy at all. I know we were 
both feeling it after, but we made it to the 
front.’ 

Musquin would be the class of the non- 
Tomac field with 2-2 scores and there was a 
bit more fight in him than many people ex¬ 
pected. Musquin, don’t forget, is a two-time 
MX2 FIM World Champion and can certainly 
ride the outdoor stuff. Tomac’s penchant for 
not being able to consistently start in the 
top three could hurt him down the road but 
having said all that, the Kawasaki rider was 
the standout and we expect it to be like this 
for the rest of the way. 

His teammate, Grant, had collected a for¬ 
tunate podium at the final round of super¬ 
cross (fortunate in that Tomac and Ryan 
Dungey had other things on their mind than 
racing forward) but nevertheless it was the 
first indoors for the #33 in four years. Well, 
he stopped another streak at Hangtown with 
3-3 rides for his first outdoor podium in 
three years. The veteran rider credited sur¬ 
gery on some troublesome ankles last year 
for finally allowing him to practice and train 
properly. With his home track, Glen Helen, 
coming up this weekend, don’t’ be surprised 
if the #33 leads laps and makes it on the 
box again. 

As we said, the dominant ride of the day 
goes to the newly crowned 250SX East 
Coast Champion who rode away in both 
motos, although in the first one Monster Pro 
Circuit’s Adam Cianciarulo gave him a bit of 
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early trouble. The veteran is on a roll here, 
he had never won a 250SX before this year 
and pulled that off multiple times on his 
way to the title and last season he collected 
his first ever moto win and overall at High 
Point with 1-4 scores. At Hangtown, he was 
‘the man’ plain and simple and thanks to 
the parity behind him, he leaves the opener 
with a huge 14-point lead. 


Other riders in the 250MX class that had 
good days were TLD KTM’s Alex Martin who 
went 4-4 for second overall. Martin was rid¬ 
ing great in moto two and for a while tried 
to chase Osborne down but that might have 
contributed to his late moto fade when he 
let his brother, GEICO Honda’s Jeremy Mar¬ 
tin and Pro Circuit’s Austin Forkner go by 
and take the second overall rather than fall. 


‘It was a good day. I can’t really explain it. 
Last year I went 20 and 4 here for, I think, 
11th overall or something,’ Osborne said 
after the race. ‘So today my goal was to be 
in the top five. I really wanted one of those 
trophies, so if I could get on the podium 
that would have been a bonus.’ 

‘Before the day, Dave (Fenney, mechanic) 
told me, if we can get out of here with two 
top fives we’ll be having a good day. I was 
like, ‘you’re right, we will be’. To go out and 
Pole both sessions and then go 1-1, I don’t 
know. I can’t really explain it." 

In this 2017 age we’re living in of ‘test, test, 
test’ and poor results are often due to ‘set 
up’ issues with the motorcycle, I thought it 
was rather surprising that Osborne said he 
went with his outdoor set-up from the last 
national of the year and never tested at all. 
Never mind that Indiana is a much different 
track than Hangtown, it’s amazing that he 
didn’t try to get lost with trying to dial in a 
perfect Husqvarna. 

‘I elected not to do any testing beforehand 
just because I knew my bike from last year 
was really good. So I started with just that,’ 
Osborne said. ‘I know that bike well. I’m 
comfortable with it. I’m pretty familiar with 
everything it does. So, I wasn’t searching 
today. That was key for me. I was just right 
on it from the get-go.’ 

Amazing huh? 


Star Yamaha’s Aaron Plessinger went third 
with 3-5 finishes while Cianciarulo took 
fourth via 2-8 scores and admitted that the 
heat got to him in the second moto. 

All-in-all we saw a competitive motocross 
opener although the winners were the ex¬ 
pected ones. With eight out of the top twen¬ 
ty in 450SX points not racing, it was good 
to get the spotlight on riders like Grant, 
Rockstar Husky’s Dean Wilson (4th) and 
RCH Suzuki’s Broc Tickle (5th) and see if 
they can step up this summer. 

And Osborne, well, he might just rack up 
the wins and stretch out the points lead - he 
was that good. 
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FEATURE 


IT HAS BEEN A ROUGH WEEK FOR AMERICAN MOTORCYCLING. 
FIRST THE SOMEWHAT EXPECTED BUT NO LESS IMPACTFUL 
RETIREMENT OF RYAN DUNGEY - AN ATHLETE THAT HAS STOOD AT 
THE TOP OF THE SECOND MOST-WATCHED BIKE RACING SERIES 
IN THE WORLD FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS - AND THEN THE 
SHOCKING NEWS OF NICKY HAYDEN'S BICYCLE ACCIDENT AND 
PASSING...THE OUTPOURING OF FEELINGS AND DEDICATIONS TO 
#69 EMPHASISING HOW TANGIBLE HIS POPULARITY WAS. HE WAS 
A REGULAR VISITOR TO MXGP AND WE'D ALWAYS TALK DIRT BIKES 
AND SUPERCROSS WHENEVER WE CROSSED PATHS. 


In terms of spreading his 
passion for motorcycling and 
racing, making friends across 
the globe and standing as the 
last great racer in Grand Prix 
for the USA (embellished by 
his MotoGP Legend status) 
then Nicky’s career can be 
considered as one of the most 
‘prolific’ in the modern era. 

He appeared several times 
in OTOR’s pages; not least 
with a home visit and photo¬ 
shoot at his place in Orange 
County back in 2012 where he 
couldn’t have been more ac¬ 
commodating and courteous. 

Ryan Dungey’s career-fold at 
the age of 27 means that the 
Red Bull KTM man (and still 
remaining in orange if claims 
from Mattighofen’s hierarchy 
are anything to go by) joins 
the sub-30 group of Ricky 
Carmichael and Villopoto into 
retreat...and his move was 
many months in the works. 


Ryan’s press conference 
speech last week provided a 
revealing insight to the mental 
demands of a calendar that 
many acknowledge as one of 
the most draining and de¬ 
manding at this level of mot- 
orsport. It is also no co-inci¬ 
dence that Dungey is the third 
multi-champion and decorated 
athlete to call time on his pro¬ 
fession and way of life at the 
peak of his powers...and from 
the Aldon Baker stable. Link¬ 
ing up with the revered South 
African trainer provides a hard 
but clear road map to success 
and riches (enough to be able 
to leave your job) but would 
also seem to push riders to 
their limits in all aspects, to 
the point where the toil has a 
definitive lifespan. 

The price of the commitment 
and the compromise cast 
doubt for Ken Roczen, and the 
power of a rider’s lifestyle and 
the crossroads effect of leav¬ 


ing an activity that most have 
practiced since they could 
walk should not be underes¬ 
timated...just look at James 
Stewart’s predicament and 
career void: neither active nor 
retired. 

It must be a tough or confus¬ 
ing situation at the very top. 
Generally, athletes at the peak 
of AMA competition are all 
working and throwing them¬ 
selves at racing with fero¬ 
cious intensity. To then excel 
requires even more, and that 
deeper involvement does not 
appear to be sustainable in 
the long-term. Even a person 
enamoured with competition 
like Ryan Dungey reaches a 
breaking point and after taking 
Villopoto’s slot in the Baker 
Factory three more years (with 
all the rewards it also brings) 
was enough. The case of Zach 
Osborne is the freshest: a 
motorcyclist that seemingly 
relishes any challenge on two 




wheels but is at last finding 
a streak of form and perfor¬ 
mance necessary to grasp a 
title. Baker is the common 
dominator. A ‘veteran’ of dif¬ 
ferent scenes and contests, 
will Osborne be able find and 
continue - or even want - 
some longevity? 

By no means am I suggest¬ 
ing that Aldon Baker and his 
frankly incredible methods are 
solely responsible for retire¬ 
ment of three of the sports’ 


most outstanding athletes, 
but the dedication required to 
live at that kind of level and 
also fulfil the rest of a rider’s 
job spec clearly necessitates 
something special and some¬ 
thing costly. 

In 2012 - Ryan’s first year 
with KTM and at a time when 
his great rival Ryan Villopoto 
was already becoming disil¬ 
lusioned or fatigued by the 
process - we spoke at the 
Dodgers Stadium, one week 


after he gave the Austrians 
their first ever premier class 
Supercross win. 

‘Without a doubt it is an in¬ 
tense sport and that’s why a 
handful of riders can handle 
this position and pressure,’ he 
said back then. ‘It is fun out 
there and it is enjoyable but 
there is a stress that comes 
with it for sure. It puts the 
candle out pretty quick and 
you need to recharge and 
recover. There are a lot of 
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races but I will never com¬ 
plain about it. I figure that if 
my heart is 100% into it then 
I’ll always do this sport. The 
day it isn’t then maybe it is 
time to step away. Without a 
question there is wear and 
tear physically and mentally 
but there is also this in other 
walks of life. The way I look 
at it is that it could be a lot 
worse! I get to do what I love 
and I get paid to do what I 
love and every though I ac¬ 
complished every champion¬ 
ship in motocross - and I’m 
not bragging when I say that 
- I feel there is a lot more I 
want to achieve and I haven’t 
tapped into that yet. I have 
some good years left in me 
and I want to live them to the 
fullest.’ 

It could be argued that Dun- 
gey was good to his word. He 
achieved more (a first 450SX 
title for KTM) and evolved 
to become the face of the 
series on cereal boxes and 
with a streak of consistency 
(missing the podium only five 
times in the last three years) 
that will perhaps never be 
bettered. ‘Enjoy the victory 
and enjoy the time but if you 
sit back too long the train will 
roll by,’ he also said in LA. 

Last week Ryan elected to 
disembark the train. ‘I’ve 
gone as hard as I can for as 
long as I can,’ he said, ‘[it 
has been] A good year of 









thinking about things, back in 
November things were start¬ 
ing to weigh on me. Mentally 
I struggled. I never thought I 
would be in a place where I 
would have to talk myself into 
a race.’ 

The broken neck due to his 
crash at Thunder Valley for 
the third round of the 2016 
Lucas Oil AMA Pro Nationals 
was a catalyst [‘I felt invis¬ 
ible until something like that’] 
as well as Roczen’s brutal 
spill at Anaheim II that now 
places the German’s career as 
a supercross and motocross 
race winner in the balance. ‘[It 
was] one more reason, one 
more thing that makes you 
think ‘it can happen so quick’. 
It is dirt bike racing and we 
are all aware of the risks but 
you cannot be caught thinking 
‘I don’t want to get hurt’. You 
have to be prepared to ac¬ 
complish a goal,’ Dungey said. 

Team Manager and mentor 
Roger de Coster also saw 
Dungey’s shoulders starting 
to dip and the 2017 super¬ 
cross campaign was a trial. 
Dungey spoke of ‘seeing out’ 
the SX term, indicating that 
‘the clock’ had already started 
sometime ago and in the wake 
of the neck injury that could 
have been far more serious. 
‘[There were] many things 
weighing on you but probably 
the biggest thing was that you 
did not want to let us down 
and I have never worked with 


a rider that has taken his 
job as seriously as you have; 

I think that is the biggest 
weight.’ De Coster said while 
addressing Dungey at his fare¬ 
well press call. 

Supercross, motocross and at 
least three other race obliga¬ 
tions between dates like the 
Monster Energy Cup, the Mo¬ 
tocross of Nations, Red Bull 
Straight Rhythm or Give Me 
5 or an SMX Cup meant over 
thirty weekends of action and 
more than sixty race/moto 
starts. Apply training and test¬ 
ing and it adds up. Dungey is 
another gleaming product at 
the end of a fast-paced con¬ 
veyor belt, and despite the 
incoming ‘waves’ of talent 
leaving deposits on American 
racing’s shoreline - with some 
raw diamonds in the sand - 
he will be missed. 

OTOR’s contributor Steve 
Matthes, Jason Thomas and 
Jason Weigandt had a decent 
stab at trying to place Ryan’s 
career in the wider picture of 
the sport in their PulpMX Pod¬ 
cast last week (listen HERE) 
and the statistics are stun¬ 
ning: second place in all-time 
450 motocross wins, sixth in 
motocross, seven titles and 
in every category and those 
early Nations victories. 

Then - like Nicky Hayden 
- there is Ryan’s likeability 
and professionalism. He has 
retained an affinity with fans 


and media, and although has 
unfairly faced a tag of be¬ 
ing ‘boring’ due to a lack of 
crashes in form or remark¬ 
able incidents of punching, 
dirty riding or off-track con¬ 
troversy, he has always been 
a personality that people will 
root for. 

A frequently repeated phrase 
at Dungey’s declaration last 
week was ‘a break...’ #5 
clearly needs some distance 
from the all-consuming na¬ 
ture of racing dirtbikes. He 
said he has never felt fitter or 
been better in terms of race- 
craft but a side of competi¬ 
tion that not many riders talk 
about but constantly deal 
with on a daily basis became 
too much of an opponent to 
wrestle. 

Dungey is a poster boy for 
the sport in many ways but 
is he also a cautionary tale? 
He is healthy, wealthy and 
revered, so it might be ri¬ 
diculous to suggest so...but 
at 27 he is also now lost to 
this generation of fans on the 
crest of watching, riding or 
starting to compete them¬ 
selves. Ryan has smashed 
a crater into the record 
books...but motocross/su- 
percross has lost one of the 
brightest ever symbols of 
how to do things right. 
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40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our proprietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 

© SCOTT SPORTS SA 2017 | Photo: Pascal Haudiquert 




0 







PRODUCTS 


»oo Orange 3G 


15:28 


a 


FORMULT 


ATURED STORIES 


See All 




CE HIGHLIGHTS See All 



ENDING 



Formulr is a motorsport App that seems a 
little too good to be true...and also a pro¬ 
gramme that seems so obvious is it hard to 
believe that nobody has put it together before. 
Quite simply the software tries to pack as 
much to do with motorised competition into 
one place and links the whole thing together. 

It is the ultimate one-stop portal for info, news 
and more for anything to do with an engine. 
The creators claim that it hoists ‘champion¬ 
ships, teams, drivers, riders, circuits, manu¬ 
facturers and fans all in one remarkable plat¬ 
form.’ 

‘With each profile featuring posts, videos, 
articles and upcoming events, all the informa¬ 
tion you need is now right at your fingertips. 
Follow your favourites to go behind the scenes 
and view exclusive content such as interviews 
and pit walks at selected events.’ 

Formulr is a guidance hub...but is also a slick¬ 
looking and entertaining way to enjoy racing 
series’ and almost all facets associated with 
them. 
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One of the most experienced teams on the MotoGP 
grid, The Monster Yama... more 
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monsteryamahatech3 

Gran Premio de Espana 2017 

monsteryamahatech3 LIVE from the @Tech3Racing pit 
box. @Jonasfolger94 is getting ready to hit the track 
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REFLECTIONS AND FUTURES... 


It is difficult to write anything about WorldSBK at the moment after the 
devastating news that Nicky Hayden passed away in hospital after the 
cycling crash in Italy. Imola was such a difficult weekend for Hayden and 
Honda with an under-powered machine and crashes on both sides of the 
garage. As a cyclist myself I know how therapeutic it can be to ride your 
bike for a few hours with your own thoughts and use it to clear you mind. 
I am sure it was just what Nicky needed after those days at the track. 


I was introduced to Nicky a few 
years ago through my work with 
Honda but first photographed 
him at Laguna Seca in 2002 
when he raced for American 
Honda on his way to his AMA 
title. It has only been in the last 
couple of years since he moved 
to Ten Kate Honda team howev¬ 
er that I really got to know him. 

He was such an intense com¬ 
petitor, completely focused on 
his racing. He was constantly 
trying to improve things to the 
point that at tests the me¬ 
chanics joked that he didn’t 
like them stopping for a lunch 
break. He was happy with his 
peanut butter and banana sand¬ 
wiches in the pit box; let’s keep 
riding to get things right. I also 
found him quiet and considered 
and a warmhearted person. 


He would always ask how my 
cycling was going and earlier 
this year we shared a car jour¬ 
ney through the Netherlands 
where we chatted all about his 
wedding plans for the end of the 
year. 

My last little job with him was 
at Imola on Thursday afternoon 
when he took time to head 
along to the Red Bull Honda 
Hospitality unit to meet a group 
of local school children whom 
were at the race track. He was 
there signing posters, smiling 
and joking with them, posing for 
photographs. Little events like 
that never seemed to be an im¬ 
position for him and he always 
met people with that charismat¬ 
ic smile of his. 


It is always terribly sad when 
someone from our sport loses 
their life but in most cases it 
happens at the race track. We 
are almost steeled against it 
happening when we see our 
heroes racing elbow to elbow 
at break neck speeds. That’s 
what makes Nicky’s passing all 
the more tragic. He was relax¬ 
ing away from the track, doing 
something he loved and spend¬ 
ing time with fiancee Jackie. 

The little Kid from Owensboro, 
Kentuky who became MotoGP 
World Champion against all 
the odds will be missed by us 
all but none more so than the 
whole Hayden family who lived 
for racing motorbikes. My heart¬ 
felt condolences go to Nicky’s 
family and friends. 



In the bubble of WorldSBK there 
has been a bit of talk about 
Suzuki re-joining the series 
over the last few weeks. Sylvain 
Giuntoli, currently riding for 
Bennetts Suzuki in the British 
Championship, was given the 
nod to deputise for Alex Rins in 
the Ecstar Suzuki MotoGP team 
at his home GP in Le Mans. He 
gave a press interview where he 
said that he had already tested a 
WorldSBK spec GSX-R1000 and 
that the signs were positive; it 
was an option to race in WorldS¬ 
BK next year. 

The Yoshimura Suzuki’s in 
MotoAmerica are winning 
races with Toni Elias and Roger 
Hayden, with Elias currently 
leading the Championship. They 
are up against a really strong 
contingent of Yamaha teams, so 
it would seem that the building 
blocks are there for a return. 

Added to that, it was also re¬ 
ported that the German I DM 
team of Dominic Schmitter and 
Vittoria lannuzzo had their eyes 
on WorldSBK and were likely 
to race at Misano as a wildcard 
next month. However, Schmitter 


raced last weekend at Misano in 
the CIV Championship and was 
a long way off the pace so that 
idea has maybe been placed on 
the back burner till later in the 
year. 

I spoke to Dorna Sporting Di¬ 
rector for WorldSBK, Gregorio 
Lavilla and he was not aware of 
any plans at the moment for a 
Suzuki return. He pointed out 
that if Suzuki were planning a 
return in an official capacity one 
of the crucial factors to consider 
would be the organization and 
structure of the participating 
team. 

His view was that if Crescent 
Racing had continued their as¬ 
sociation with Suzuki then the 
2017 GSX-R1000 would be on 
the grid this year but for now 
he said he was not aware of 
any plans. If any existing teams 
within the championship were to 
consider using Suzuki machin¬ 
ery then it would be kept pretty 
much under wraps at this stage 
until all details and contracts 
were signed. If a new structure 
were to be put in place he said 
that Dorna/WorldSBK had no 


information that would suggest 
it was going to happen at this 
stage. 

That seems to be the case. I 
previously worked with Suzuki 
when they last raced as an offi¬ 
cial team in the FIM Superstock 
1000 Cup and my contact close 
to Suzuki Europe confirmed that 
there were no plans at present 
for an official Suzuki return. 
There was the chance that the 
private teams currently running 
the bikes at national level could 
move up to the world stage but 
for now it would be without sup¬ 
port form Suzuki. 

From the information I have it 
would seem that if the bike per¬ 
forms well in any of it’s wildcard 
outings, or lap times in other 
championships are on a par with 
the WorldSBK field, then we 
may see them race in 2018 in 
some form. The likelihood of a 
Kawasaki-esque factory outfit is 
however extremely unlikely. 

The other matter that starts to 
come round at Imola is other 
future plans for the Champion¬ 
ship in general. 






There are still rumblings of 
changes to the technical regula¬ 
tions in an attempt to further 
level the playing field and halt 
the utter domination of the 
series by Kawasaki and Ducati. 
One team boss was amazed 
that when the FI M and Dorna 
were imposing ‘standard’ elec¬ 
tronics in the MotoGP Champi¬ 
onship that WorldSBK manu¬ 
facturers had a free reign on 
the system they used across all 
their entrants. 

Standard electronics would 
solve part of the problem but 
I am beginning to see that 
the main issue is the amount 
of time and money the other 
manufacturers, through their 
teams, are willing to spend on 
the development of their race 
machines. 

Consider Yamaha. They are 
slowly but surely closing the 
gap to the front of the grid. My 
understanding is that they have 
another series of upgrades due 
for the R1 after some develop¬ 
ment at the start of this sea¬ 
son. As a manufacturer they 
are responding to the requests 


of their riders and spending 
that time and money to further 
develop the race machine. I 
don’t think it will be long before 
they are challenging for podium 
places. 

There was also some discussion 
about the 2018 race calendar 
and it would seem that there 
will be little change. There is 
the reported plan to host a race 
in Argentina but it all depends 
on the construction of the new 
circuit and it’s facilities. The 
only other question marks 
would, as always, be over Porti- 
mao and Jerez with their usual 
contractual discussions. 

However, for now all thoughts of 
the future are on hold. 
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